
MEET THE GRIM GRUESOME AUTHOR

This is Rosalind Kerven, the Grim Gruesome 
author.  As you can see, she gets on very well 
with Vikings!

Rosalind has written over 50 books apart from the Grim Gruesome stories, including 
many collections of world myths, legends and fairy tales. They have been published in 
21 different countries, including Japan, South Africa, Iceland, the USA and Brazil, 
and have been shortlisted for a number of awards. Here are some of them.

Rosalind spent ten years developing and 
writing the four Grim Gruesome books, and 
visited all the northern lands where the 
Vikings lived.  Each story took about ten 
months to write and went through numerous 
drafts. Her most important writing tools are 
a laptop, lots of paper, a red pen and  a large 
wastepaper basket!  Here are some pages 
from an early draft of The Queen’s Poison, 
covered in scribbles and corrections.

    Rosalind has a husband, 
    two grown up daughters 
    and a rough collie. 

          She lives deep in the wild hills of 
          north-east England, in an old 
          stone cottage with rabbits in the 
          garden and bats in the roof.

Drawing on the original medieval texts, master storyteller Rosalind Kerven
reworks some of the haunting Arthurian legends that have enthralled readers

for hundreds of years. Here are King Arthur, Queen Guinevere, Merlin and
the Knights of the Round Table; here too is their richly embroidered world

of courtly love, chivalrous adventure, risqué humour and enchantment.
The detailed notes contain fascinating information about the provenance

and development of each story, and the book is exquisitely illustrated by
Arthur Rackham and other classic artists. A captivating introduction to

Britain’s world famous story telling tradition.

The Coming of King Arthur

z
The Enchantment of Merlin

z
How Culhwch Won Olwen

z
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight

z
Tristram and Isolde

z
Elaine Who Loved Sir Lancelot

z
The End of the Golden Age

Rosalind Kerven has a passion for world myths, legends and folk tales,
with over 50 previous highly acclaimed books to her name, translated into
numerous different languages. They include the bestselling English Fairy
Tales and Legends, also published by National Trust Books, King Arthur

(recommended by The American Library Association), The Mythical Quest
(for a British Library exhibition), and books of Norse and Celtic myths for
the British Museum. She is also the author of the Grim Gruesome Viking

Villain books for children.
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